
On the 
BRIGHT 

SIDE
Words Ali Heath 

PhotograPhy Brent Darby

a flair for design has created a 
seaside escape filled with vintage 

finds and high street buys

home profile
THE OWNER
Ceril Campbell, in her mid 
50s, who runs a lifestyle 
and image consultancy
THE PROPERTY
A two-bedroom, semi-
detached Victorian cottage 
in Bembridge, Isle of Wight
PRICE £235,000
MONEY SPENT £9500
WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW
£265,000

Playful Print 
A coastal cushion from 

John Lewis is the only hint 
of the home’s location

sweet retreat
Happy childhood 

memories drew  
Ceril to the island

outside sPace 
The vibrant colour 
scheme continues 

on the pretty patio 
with B&Q furniture 

living area
A riot of colour is created  

in the cosy seating area  
around the fireplace with 

contemporary sofas, vintage 
chairs in 1950s fabrics and 

bold accessories 
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s a child I fell under the spell of the Isle 
of Wight, enjoying happy family summer 

holidays on the island. The tradition 
continued into adulthood and I rented a 

house here every August with my husband 
and our two children, Bella, now 27, and Rory, 25. 
We would relax completely, immersing ourselves in 
sailing, crabbing and picnics on the beach. 

Years later, two life-changing experiences sent me 
into emotional turmoil and forced me to reassess my life. 
Getting divorced from my husband and the loss of both 
my parents made me think through my priorities. It was 
then I came to realise that downsizing would mean I 
could fulfil my lifelong dream of owning a home on the 
Isle of Wight. I wanted somewhere that would allow 
me to divide my time between the coast and London, 
where my image consultancy business is based.

In the spring of 2011 I came across a two-
bedroom cottage in beautiful Bembridge. Formerly 

vintage finds (top)  
A mid-century Formica 
sideboard sets the scene 
for bold accessories, 
including artwork 
created from 1920s sheet 
music that belonged  
to Ceril’s mother

window seat
Wooden shutters by 

opennshut.co.uk allow the 
light to flood in, while 

maintaining privacy. The 
green Ikea chaise longue 

is dressed with cushions 
from M&Co, Debenhams, 

Primark and Peter Jones

‘I spent a lot of time 
trawling local antiques 
fairs, markets, charity 

shops and auction houses 
for pieces to add a sense of 

fun,’ says Ceril

A part of the Maritime museum, Maritime Mews had 
been converted five years earlier and the owner was 
local. The house was in a good state of repair. It was 
also bright, airy and in a fabulous location within the 
heart of this popular sailing village. With only a 
two-minute walk to the beach and a 10-minute 
stroll to the harbour, it was the ‘home from home’ 
I’d been searching for. 

My offer was accepted and within a few weeks  
I began redecorating. An open-plan living area was 
already in place on the ground floor, along with a 
modern fitted kitchen, wooden flooring and a new 
white bathroom suite. All I needed to do was 
whitewash the walls and install wooden shutters 
and new appliances in the kitchen. 

Next I added open shelving around the cottage.  
I was keen to stick to a budget and wanted 
something different from the seaside shabby chic 

Continued over neXt page

great outdoors 
(above) Ceril takes 
time out with Lucy, 
the family dog 
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oPen-Plan Kitchen 
and dining area
White walls and pale 
kitchen units allow the 
bubblegum colours to 
really stand out. Traditional 
dining chairs are given a 
modern touch with seat 
pads in bright stripes 

Create the look
Vibrant accents add impact 
against a neutral backdrop

look. The lively 1950s theme was inspired by a 
Formica sideboard I bought at a car-boot sale for 
just £25. I spent a lot of time trawling local antiques 
fairs, markets, charity shops and auction houses 
looking for 1950s pieces to add character and a 
sense of fun to the interior. 

The starting point for the living room colour 
scheme was two green sofas, bought from the 
previous owner. I added furnishings in bubblegum 
shades of lime green, pink, yellow and orange, 
which really stand out against the white walls. 
I then had vintage pieces of furniture recovered in 
1950s-style fabric, sourced locally. 

I completed the refurbishment in just three weeks! 
Now I can enjoy the best of both worlds – the buzz 
of city life and the peace and space that living on an 
island brings. The move has revitalised me, while 
the magic of the island continues to hold me in its 
grasp. I feel as if I have truly come home.
� To rent Maritime Mews call 01983 811418 or 
visit wightlocations.co.uk and quote reference 
1MARIT. To contact Ceril Campbell call 0845 269 
1010 or visit cerilcampbell.com

Continued over neXt page

on show
Bright baskets from Tesco, a 

cheerful yellow vintage 
bread bin, mixing bowls and 

crockery create a colourful 
display on white Ikea 

shelves in the kitchen area 

RETRO STYLE
A vivid fabric complements 

this chair’s wonderful shape. 
Bump Chair in Varese Lime, 

£1400, John Lewis

DRAIN AND SERVE
Use a small colander for 
individual portions. Mini 
Metal Colanders, £4.99 each, 
The Contemporary Home

SUNSHINE 
DISPLAY
Add colour to 
a mantelpiece 
or tabletop in 
an instant. 
Bright Yellow 
Florals in Jug, 
£18, Bhs

DRAIN AND SERVE
Use a small colander for 
individual portions. Mini 
Metal Colanders, £4.99 each, 
The Contemporary Home
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‘Moving here has allowed me to 
enjoy the space, sea air and peace 
of living on the island,’ says Ceril

HOW TO   
decorate on a budget
Ceril’s tips for affordable style
1 If you have a tight budget, first 
consider how existing pieces can 
be worked into a new scheme. 
Decide on what period or style 
of pieces you’re searching for 
to create a coherent look. You’ll 
avoid making costly mistakes.
2 Scour flea markets, auction 
houses, eBay, car-boot sales, 
charity shops, salvage yards and 
village hall sales for bargain buys.
3 Once you settle on a style for 
your scheme, be patient as it  
can take time to find the right 
pieces to get the look you want. 
Items have a habit of turning 
up when you least expect them 
to, but don’t make rushed 
purchases. If something’s not 
quite what you’re looking for 
don’t be tempted to buy.
4 Consider how you can upcycle 
or transform a particular piece into 
something new. Old glass jars can 
make an eclectic vase collection, 
a vintage picture book can be 
turned into framed prints, or a door 
transformed into a kitchen table.
5 Search through the loft and 
ask parents and grandparents if 
they have any vintage pieces that 
match what you’re looking for. 
Families are usually keen to see 
their old possessions being put to 
good use in different ways.
6 Save a portion of your budget 
for one special buy that will add 
impact to your scheme and act as 
an investment for the future. HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE ‘WHERE TO BUY’ PAGE AT BACK OF ISSUE

Bathroom (right)
With a new suite already 
in place, all Ceril had to  
do was install new glass to 
the shower surround and 
add colourful towels  
and a rug from Bhs

guest Bedroom
Bright accessories and a 
cheerful string of bunting 
give the spare room a 
‘holiday’ feel to welcome 
friends and family when 
they come to stay
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